Oral disease prevalence among HIV-positive American Indians in an urban clinic.
Abstract-According to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates, there have been almost 930,000 AIDS cases diagnosed at the end of 2003 in the United States. About 3,000 of those infected were American Indian and Alaska Natives (AI/ANs). Persons with HIV and AIDS have been shown to have increased risk of dental and periodontal disease. Unfortunately, there are no publications on dental disease and AI/ANs with HIV/AIDS. This study addresses this shortcoming by examining the relationship between dental health, drug use, and HIV among AI/AN patients in an urban setting. The study included a consecutive chart review of 51 AI/AN HIV-positive dental patients seen from 2001 to 2004 at the Native American Health Center in San Francisco. Results showed that 55% had moderate or severe periodontal disease, 80.4% had tooth decay, and 88.2% had missing teeth. Substance users had more dental caries or decayed teeth than non-substance users (88% versus 73%). The average rate for decayed, missing or filled teeth (DMFT) among the total sample was 18.73%. This chart review study suggests that dental disease is more prevalent in AI/ANs with HIV/AIDS when compared to the general population and AI/AN data from the Indian Health Service.